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M Y P  t a k e s  a  g i a n t  l e a p 
f o r w a r d

O
ctober and November saw many developments 
in the Middle Years Programme at Hockerill, 
culminating in our ‘Authorisation Visit’ from the 
International Baccalaureate Organisation. Three 

visitors, from Jordan, Italy and Holland, arrived on 24th 
November and spent two days in the College, meeting 
teachers, students, parents and governors and observing Year 
7 to Year 10 lessons. Their purpose: to evaluate the progress 
we have made towards adopting the MYP’s principles and 
practices and making them meaningful in our community. 
Like many visitors before them, they were delighted with 
the purposeful, friendly atmosphere at Hockerill, and were 
impressed with the quality and sheer amount of work which 
administration, staff and students have put in to making 
the ideals of the MYP come to life. We will find out after 
Christmas if the IBO will give us the authorised status we 
seek, but the visitors’ feedback to the Senior Leadership was 
very positive and enthusiastic. In the meantime, there is still 
a lot of new development in the pipeline. We look forward 
to telling you more about our progress in the New Year.

G Pollard

W
e are coming towards 
the end of the longest 
term in the academic 
year.  It has been a highly 

successful term for the College and our 
students.  This Summer saw the best 
set of examination results the College 
has produced both at GCSE and IB 
level.  This success was reflected in the 
Sunday Times Parent Power League 
tables which placed the College 34th 
overall and the highest performing non-
selective state school in the country.  
This is a tremendous achievement and 
credit goes to not only our students 
but the staff who work so hard on their 
behalf.

We also had our Boarding facilities inspected by Ofsted in 
November over a three day period.  I am pleased to report 
that the team were very impressed with the boarding 
provision at Hockerill.  We were graded as outstanding 
overall, which again is a tremendous achievement and I 
would like to acknowledge the hard work that Mr Wright 
(Director of Boarding) and his staff put in to running our 
boarding houses.

The College has continued to work on further developing 
our facilities.  The new Refectory is finally open and in 
use.  Student feedback has been extremely positive with 
many more using the Refectory at lunchtime.  You will have 
received details about our cashless catering system which 
goes live after the Christmas break.  This will greatly improve 
the level of service we can offer at lunchtime.  A letter will 

be posted shortly to all parents containing the details of the 
‘WISE PAY’ system which can be found on our new website.  
This will enable parents to pay not only for lunches but also 
music lessons and College trips.  I hope parents will find 
this service useful and reduce the need for students to bring 
money into College.

Work has finally commenced on the redevelopment of Truro 
House which will, when it is finished, be an 11-16 boarding 
unit for 70 girls.  This is the single largest investment the 
governors have made in the College’s infrastructure in 
the last 25 years and we are looking forward to using the 
facilities next academic year.

The PE department continue to enjoy some notable 
successes this term, both in terms of the number and wide 
variety of fixtures as well as some fantastic individual and 
team successes.

Our Christmas concert and the Boarding parents weekend 
have just taken place and both were superb events. 

The music here at Hockerill under the direction of Mr Paul 
Foulkes and his team continues to go from strength to 
strength.  Our students performed over three nights to 
a packed hall, the sheer enthusiasm and confidence of 
individual performers were a delight to see.

The Boarding parents weekend culminated with the 
Christmas Market.  Judging from the positive response from 
parents, stall-holders and visitors this is an event which we 
hope will become a regular fixture on our calendar.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish our 
readers a peaceful Christmas and a happy and prosperous 
New Year.

S Dennis

P r i n c i p a l ’s  C o l u m n

   Simon Dennis

D e v e l o p m e n t  N e w s

W
e are pleased to report that the Development 
fund, following two very successful Year 7 
parent welcome evenings and support from 
other parents, has increased its monthly 

income by £190.  Regular payments from our Hockerill 
families and supporters are what keep the projects going 
here and some of the improvements that directly benefit 
your children would not happen without this income.

We have also managed to raise a healthy sum from the 
Christmas Market.  At the moment the figure looks to be 
around £1800.  Thank you to all who came along to support 
this new event.  We plan to repeat it in the future.

We hope to raise more funds for the Library refurbishment 
and other areas by hosting some other new events next 
term.  Watch this space for more news on what is to come.

Many thanks to you all.

M Blackaby 
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P i n k  I c e - c r e a m  s a l e  f o r 
B r e a k t h r o u g h  B r e a s t 
C a n c e r

O
n Friday 16th October six students, who 
are studying for the Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness, sold ‘pink’ ice-cream at break-
time, as part of their Working with Others 

challenge. They had to arrange, advertise and take part in 
the sale. It was a popular event and all students wanting 
an ice-cream were served. Overall £150 was raised for 
the Breakthrough Breast Cancer campaign and the whole 
event was seen as a success. This will count for one unit 
towards this qualification. Only another eleven to do!  

A McCulloch

B r e a k t h r o u g h 
B r e a s t  C a n c e r

I 
was delighted to be asked to help with Front of House for 
the two nights of the excellent concert Mr Paul Foulkes 
and his team put on last week. All the proceeds of the 
refreshments and the raffle went to the Breakthrough 

Breast Cancer charity raising an amazing £800. Many thanks 
to those who gave so generously and to Mrs North, Ms 
McCulloch and my daughter for giving and collecting raffle 
prizes.  Mrs Barbara Nessling who was the Principal’s PA 
and I have been fundraising for some years for this charity 
and are close to a total of £20,000!  Many, many thanks 
to all at Hockerill who have given us so much support.

B Shellard

H o c k e r i l l  A l u m n i

I 
was appointed as Alumni Officer at the beginning of September after 
approximately 17 years as the Librarian here.  My brief is to set up an Alumni 
Association for all former staff and pupils, as well as the Hockerill College 
Association members who trained here as teachers when Hockerill was a 

teacher training college.

The initial aim is to arrange reunions and to progress from there to events for the 
Alumni which will also make some money for the College.  We will set ourselves a 
project to raise money for.  The project could quite possibly be to buy something 
for a boarding house: a lot of interest I have so far had has been from boarders of 
the early years.

I have met with a former student, Selina Avery who left in the 80s and she has 
been a great help and sent out messages on Friends Reunited.  We will be setting 
up a committee and also a Facebook page (with a little help from my friends!).  
There is also an Alumni page on our new website for Alumni registration; all those 
mentioned above are encouraged to use it.

All former students who have already been in touch are very excited that this is 
happening at last.

B Shellard

V i v a  L a s  H o c k e r i l l !

T
he Michaelmas Term has been incredibly busy and fulfilling for the Music 
Department.  The Big Band started on a high note, playing alongside 
one of the country’s leading Elvis impersonators at the Town Mayor’s 
Annual Charity Dinner.  Our musicians were a real credit to the College, 

performing to a very high standard at this hugely enjoyable event.  Elvis himself 
was so impressed with the professionalism of our students that we were invited to 
back him once again at a Herfordshire Police function later in the term. 

In early November we hosted the first round of Hockerill’s Got Talent which 
provided an opportunity for emerging stars from within the College to shine!  The 
event was a great success and raised a considerable amount of money for our 
partner school in Rwanda.  A further significant fundraising venture has been the 
restoration of our 130 year old Chapel Organ.  Thanks to the generous donations, 
concert ticket sales and continued profits from our Music School CD, we have 
managed to raise over £2000. We are now also in the final stages of applying for 
a restoration grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  

In December, the Music Department invited the College Community to ‘step into 
Christmas’, as we performed at the ‘Celebration of Christmas Show’ for three 
consecutive sellout nights.  This was followed by the traditional Carol Service at All 
Saints Church, featuring a wide range of talented instrumentalists and singers.  

We wish you all a very merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you at our first 
musical event of the New Year - a choral collaboration between our singers and 
students of Robinson College, Cambridge University.
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I B  T h e a t r e 
t r i p

O
n the 16th of September 
the Year 12 IB Theatre 
class had a great start to 
a brand new course at 

Hockerill when they went to see 
a production of War Horse at the 
New London theatre.  We were 
astounded by the performance. 
The First World War is the backdrop 
for this tale of bravery, loyalty, and 
the extraordinary bond between a 
young recruit and his horse.  Actors, 
working with astonishing life-sized 
puppets by the internationally 
renowned Handspring Puppet 
Company, take audiences on an 
unforgettable journey through 
history.  We had front row seats and 
the students were gripped by the 
astonishing puppets.  Seeing this 
production then led to an exciting 
half term of work based upon 
puppetry throughout history and 
puppetry throughout the world.  
This included experimenting with 
puppet forms such as Punch & Judy 
as well as Vietnamese water puppets 
and Chinese shadow puppets.  This 
culminated in a devised puppetry 
performance for a Year 7 class.  

V Evans 

T h r e e  D a y s  o n  t h e  C o a s t

Y
ear 13 Geography students conducted their fieldwork a little later than 
planned this year.  One naturally expects the worst when visiting Dorset 
in the third week of September, but, I am delighted to say, we were 
blessed with wall to wall sunshine for three days.

Dorset is a fascinating place.  We stayed 
in Swanage, a pleasant coastal resort 
that has been stuck in a time warp 
since the 1960s.  In addition to the 
steam railway that ferries holidaymakers 
to the centre of the town, they still 
have a Wimpy!

We visited many of the scenic locations 
on the Jurassic Coast including Old 
Harry, Durdle Door and Lulworth Cove, 
where we were able to witness the 
rescue by helicopter of a youngster who 
had been injured by a rock fall.  The 
incident was a reminder of the potential 
perils of a coastal location and the story 
made the national news.  I am happy to 
be able to report that the injured boy 
survived.

The group conducted fieldwork on the National Trust sand dunes at Studland, 
taking special care to avoid the adders and at Chesil Beach, where the group 
enjoyed a morning in the sun measuring pebbles.  Now the students have only 
to complete the coursework to receive the excellent IB Diploma grades that they 
richly deserve.

A Marshall

J a p a n e s e  Tr i p  t o  To k y o , 
O c t o b e r  H a l f  Te r m

D
uring the October Half Term holiday 20 students 
of Japanese paid an unforgettable visit to the 
Land of the Rising Sun. After a delayed flight 
we touched down in the middle of a typhoon 

and our first weekend was spent recovering from jet-lag 
and being entertained by our host families. Most of the 
subsequent week was spent at our partner school, with 
numerous special lessons being organised for our group. 
These included Japanese calligraphy, judo and kendo, and 
as always everyone was made to feel extremely welcome. 
The students 
also took part 
in several 
excursions, 
which included 
an overnight 
stay at the 
World Heritage 
Site of Nikko and, for the first time this year, a visit to 
the Studio Ghibli Museum, which is a must for all fans 
of Japanese animé. The whole group fully immersed 
themselves in Japanese language and culture for the 
entire ten days and other highlights included a dip in 
the onsen and an evening of karaoke, during which I 
was upstaged for the first ever time by a certain Conor 
Rohan. I was accompanied this year by Mme Cunin 
and her enthusiasm and obvious love for all things 
Japanese certainly rubbed off on the group as a whole. 
We are now very much looking forward to welcoming 
our Japanese friends to Hockerill next March.

E Gdula

P a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  T h e  K i n g s  S c h o o l , 
Ta m i l  N a d u ,  I n d i a

L
ast year Hockerill Anglo-European College forged a link with The Kings 
School in southern India. This link is explicitly designed to be a curriculum 
partnership 
between the 

Indian school and 
ourselves with a 
special focus on 
literature, drama, 
music, and dance. 

The school is on 
a beautiful semi-
tropical site and has 
world-class facilities 
with, for example, 
both indoor and outdoor theatre facilities. Sixty percent of the students pay some 
school fees but forty percent are educated for free or for very low fees. This latter 
group is made up of orphans and other students who would not otherwise be 
able to receive a first-class education.

At the end of June 2010 we are taking a group of twenty-three of our Year 12 
students for a fortnight’s stay in India. They will be working mainly on a drama 
and music project which will culminate in a gigantic outdoor theatrical production. 
With the help of Mr. Foulkes and Ms. Evans our students will be teaching the 
music and drama and training the Kings School pupils for the production. Before 
we go, there will be several video conferencing sessions so that our students get 
to know the pupils over there. Watch this space for more news!

K Purday
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G C S E  T h e a t r e  Tr i p

O
n the 19th of November 48 Yr 10 GCSE 
Drama students went to see Nation at the 
National theatre.  Nation was originally a 
novel by Terry Pratchett, but was adapted for 

the National theatre stage by Mark Ravenhill.  Nation 
is set in 1860. Two teenagers are thrown together by a 
tsunami that has destroyed a boy’s village and left one 
girl shipwrecked on his South Pacific island with her 
parrot.  The production was spectacular, particularly in 
terms of the use of physical theatre for the underwater 
scenes.  It also provided an interesting insight into 
ideas of colonialism.  This trip enabled the students to 
write superb theatrical reviews for their GCSE course. 

V Evans 

Ye a r  9  B o n n  t r i p  O c t o b e r  1 7 t h 
–  O c t o b e r  2 3 r d  2 0 0 9

T
his year’s trip to Germany consisted of only six students who made their 
way across the channel to experience German culture at Hockerill’s 
oldest partner school for a week.

Since this was also the first extended half term, we happened to 
arrive at the start of the German autumn holidays, which meant that all 
excursions and activities could take place with our German hosts. The extensive 
programme stretched from visits to Cologne’s world-famous cathedral to 
experiencing volcanic eruptions in the Lava-Museum. Some of our students 
tested their vertigo by enjoying a view over Cologne from the confines of a 
tiny cable car travelling across the River Rhine – luckily only one way! The zoo 
was another highlight, but firmly in second place once we had set eyes on 
Fantasialand, one of Germany’s biggest theme parks. It was a sunny day and 
just the right temperature to get drenched during a “river quest”, and also 
screaming our way through a ride on the “Black Mamba”. As ever, Hockerill 
students proved to be much more adventurous than their teachers when it 
came to these activities…

Last Euros were spent on a visit to the local Haribo factory, before we safely 
touched down in Stansted to enjoy another week off.

A very enjoyable trip for all and many photos to laugh at – sorry, share – during 
forthcoming German lessons!

E Davies

H o c k e r i l l  L a n g u a g e  C o l l e g e 
i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y

W
e believe here at Hockerill that language learning is not simply an 
academic subject but one that also helps to break down walls. With 
College staff out teaching French in local primaries, the reception 
area filled most afternoons with excited primary children from all 

over the county waiting for their lessons in Italian Japanese Spanish French and 
German and colleagues from Rwanda in College teaching our students for two 
weeks, the walls have seemed very thin indeed recently. 

Thierry Lawson who many of you will have heard about runs eagerly awaited 
workshops for our partner schools nearby paid for out of Language College funds. 
He is an enormous hit with the children and he makes language learning fun and 
friendly. He has combined his talents as an actor and director with the teaching 
techniques that he has learned here at Hockerill to great effect. He has recently 
given bilingual workshops with Mike Ullmann at Burnt Mill school in Harlow, and 
has used the experience he has gained in doing so back in Togo, where he is from, 
to teach disadvantaged children who benefit from a charity that he has set up. 

Alphonse, Mediatrice and Christophe brought with them their experience of life 
and education in Rwanda. They have been working with our students on a project 
funded by the British Council on the similarities and differences in everyday life 
and culture in both communities, and have taken the information and experiences 
back to Rwanda with them. These exchanges of information are invaluable in 
bringing to life lessons for children in both countries. 

It is perhaps understandable if at times we take our trips and exchanges 
programme for granted. The journeys take place term after term and have 
provided a window on the world for thousands of our students over a period of 
15 years. Today for example, a student in year 12 has the opportunity to travel to 
France, Spain, Italy or Germany to do work experience. They can do humanitarian 
work in Rwanda or, from this year, participate in a Dance and Drama based trip 
to Tamil Nadu in India. There can be no doubting the personal enrichment and 
breadth that such a programme provides. 

We are very proud of our students and the very impressive results that they 
achieve, but we are even more proud of their attitude to, and awareness of the 
local and global community outside our almost transparent walls.  

C Smith

E S U  D e b a t e  a t 
H a i l e y b u r y

T
he College Debating Club has 
started speaking competitively 
this term. 

Two Year 13 students, Dominika 
Macikova and Jane Von Rabenau, 
bravely stepped in at the last minute to 
take part in an English Speaking Union 
debate at Haileybury College last week. 
They were in opposition to a motion 
proposing random drugs testing in 
schools and together they presented 
some very convincing arguments. This 
was a slightly new way of debating 
for the girls and a demanding contest 
but they argued well especially as they 
were up against some very experienced 
competitors. More exciting events are 
to come next term. 

N Unwin
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N o t t i n g h a m 
C h e m i s t r y  C a m p

I 
was lucky enough to attend 
the Salter’s Chemistry Camp at 
Nottingham University at the 
beginning of the summer holidays. 

The two day camp involved numerous 
group activities based around 
Chemistry.

My favourite activity of the two days 
was when we made paracetamol. In 
groups of two we were given a list 
of instructions that we had to follow 
carefully, and allowed two hours to 
try to complete the task. We had a 
finite amount of ‘ingredients’ so there 
was no room for error. We had to 
be precise with the measurements 
otherwise we would ruin the entire 
experiment. However, with some 
good cooperation and use of the 
equipment (most of which I had 
never used before), we were able to 
complete the task and test the result. 
It was my first taste of pharmaceutical 
chemistry, and I enjoyed working in the 
lab environment with the professional 
equipment and university students.

The two days were extremely 
enjoyable, and gave me an invaluable 
insight into the real world of chemistry. 
I would recommend it to anyone 
offered the opportunity. (Mr Chalmers 
has the application forms for any year 
10 students interested next year)

Alex George Year 11

T h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  B e i n g  E a r n e s t

O
n Wednesday 23rd of September a small section of Senior Drama Club performed a production of Oscar 
Wilde’s hilarious ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’.  This is the story of two young gentlemen living in 1890’s 
England who use the same pseudonym (“Ernest”) on the sly, which is fine until they both fall in love with 
women using that name, which leads to a comedy of mistaken identities.  

David Williams (Yr 11) and James Yates (Yr 13) were 
debonair and sophisticated in their interpretations of 
the roles of Algernon and Jack.  Lucinda Black (Yr 10) 
and Juana Jiminez-Jaso (Yr 10) gave convincing, ladylike 
performances as they argued over tea and cake in the roles 
of Gwendolen and Cecily.  Emily Stringer played the role 
of the formidable Lady Bracknell and the infamous line 
of “A handbag!” was delivered to peals of laughter from 
the audience. They were very well supported by Bruno 
Willis (Yr 11) and Anya Bowker (Yr 11) in the comic roles 
of the buffoon; Dr Chasuble and the very prim Miss Prism.   
Daniel Webber (Yr 11) and Alvaro Fernandez-Hernando (Yr 
13) played the sarcastic waiters with charm and aplomb.  

It was an excellent performance and the students had 
to work incredibly hard to get together a performance 
so early into the term after the summer break.  The lines 
are also very complex, especially when English isn’t the 
student’s first language.  Therefore this was a particularly 
impressive feat.  Congratulations to the cast.  

V Evans

E a s t e r n  R e g i o n  S e n i o r 
M a t h s  C h a l l e n g e

O
n 10 November I took four able mathematicians from year 12 and 
13, Michael Tse, Klara Lai, Alvaro and Tommy Siu by train to the 
Centre of Mathematical Sciences at Cambridge University for a Team 
Challenge organised by the UKMT (UK Mathematics Trust). We walked 

through Cambridge admiring the 
ancient Colleges. We saw the new 
Chronophage Corpus Clock on the 
Corpus Christi Library as well as the 
Senate House and the Trinity Bridge 
over the river Cam. Then we continued 
past the famous University Library to 
reach the venue, where 23 schools were 
gathering for an evening of maths. 

The first event was to solve 10 
questions in 45 minutes. Subsequent 
events involved splitting the team into 
two pairs. They undertook an exercise 
called Cross Number where one pair 
had the Across clues while the other 
pair only had the Down clues. This was 

quite hard! Finally there was the Mini-Relay in which each pair needed the answer 
from the other pair to solve the next problem. If one answer was wrong, it made 
everything wrong! It made an exciting finish to the day.

The competition was fierce and we didn’t win (the The Perse School came first). 
Hockerill come 14th out of 23 teams, a respectable result and a very enjoyable 
evening

A Goldsmith
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A c t i v e  C h e m i s t s

F
our of our Year 11 Chemists gave up a day of their well deserved half 
term holiday and thoroughly enjoyed a day of Chemistry and  Project 
Management at GlaxoSmithkline in Harlow. Several students in Year 
12, some of whom took part in a similar day last year, have applied for 

a week’s work experience at GSK during the February half term. They should 
hear before the end of term if their applications were successful.  

S Chalmers

W
ow, what a strange season!  Early months 
hampered by grounds that were bone dry 
and the later month’s pitches that were 
waterlogged.  Hockerill managed to play 

nearly every rugby fixture as we managed to re-arrange 
all but those cancelled against Richard Hale.

There have been some outstanding performances by 
teams and individuals on the rugby pitches this season.  
The students work hard at rugby and for a small school 
in a strong county we turn out very good teams.  This is 
testament to the commitment students and staff make to 
the rugby season.  This season saw the introduction of a 
U16 team to run alongside the 1stXV.  This is some feat 
given our small numbers. 

We entered five rugby districts this season and I am 
extremely proud to report that we hold titles at U13, U15 
and U16.  This is the first time that Hockerill have held 
three district trophies.

The U15 team are due to play the 5th round of the Daily 
Mail Vase in the last week of term.  They are to travel 
to Framlingham College in Suffolk.  I have been hugely 
impressed with their approach to these matches and 

many of the team have emerged as possessing strong 
leadership skills in pressure situations, along with the 
first drop-goals to ever have been scored in a fixture for 
Hockerill.

All four lower College teams are progressing in the 
Emerging Schools Tournament.  Once we finish playing 
local opposition the strongest team of the district will 
advance to the county semi-finals in March at St.Albans.  
Some important local fixtures are still due to be played 
next term.

Also in March Hockerill will be entering a U13 girls’ rugby 
team into a festival.  The year 7 and year 8 girls have 
taken very well to the introduction of contact rugby at 
a club held at lunchtimes and delivered by a Bishop’s 
Stortford 1stXV fly half.

Next term the football season commences.  Local fixtures 
are arranged and the four lower College teams are 
entered into the Bishop’s Stortford Schools League.  They 
will start with cup matches and any that are knocked-out 
will move into the plate competition.  At the moment we 
hold the U15 Cup and U13 Plate from last season.

P E  D e p a r t m e n t  –  M i c h a e l m a s  Te r m l y 
S p o r t s  R e v i e w

A 
vast number of sports fixtures have taken place this term with overall 
statistics, at the time of writing, for the 2 main Michaelmas term sports 
of Rugby & Hockey being: Played 50, Won 34, Drew 5 and lost 11. This 
represents a win/draw % of 78% - a great achievement for a College of 

our size. A full report on our achievements in the District Rugby Tournaments and 
Daily Mail Cup progress can be read above.

The annual District Cross-Country Championships took place early in November. 
Individual performances of note included, Francesca Pettengell (year 7) and 
Kate Willis (year 8) who both finished 1st in their respective age groups where 
approximately 60 competitors took part.

The College has also participated in several School Sports Partnership events 
including indoor rowing and table tennis. In the indoor rowing competition 
both our year 9 boys and year 8 girls ‘eights’ finished 1st in record times, whilst 
Brandon Bowden (year 8) won all his matches in the Partnership Table Tennis 
competition helping the College to a very creditable 2nd overall in the team event.

Further afield a team of girls from years 8 & 9 entered an Equestrian event and 
performed very well to finish 10th out of a field of 20 teams.

The PE department continues to broaden its range of sports on offer so that the 
maximum number of students has a chance to represent the College or to simply 
experience new activities.

P E  D e p a r t m e n t 
W e b s i t e

T
he new website dedicated 
to the PE Department news 
and events is now fully 
linked to the main College 

website (www.hockerill.herts.sch.uk) 
or accessed directly via the address 
below. It provides daily information 
relating to fixtures, results, clubs, kit 
requirements etc. All parents and 
students are urged to register on this 
website so they can easily be kept 
informed of PE Department news. 
(www.haecpe.hitssports.com). Next 
term’s fixtures (including Netball, 
Football, Boys Hockey & Basketball) 
are all available to view. Transport 
is sometimes a problem for away 
matches so if there are any parents 
available and willing to assist please 
contact the PE department directly.

M i c h a e l m a s  Te r m  R u g b y
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D a n c e  N e w s  –  M i c h a e l m a s  Te r m

T
his term has seen the first Hockerill College 
dance club up and running for all year groups. 

An impressive start to the year with a good 
turn out from years 7-9 in dance club! Year 7 

have danced to a Hairspray musical classic ‘Welcome 
to the 60’s’, pulling out all the stops with twists and 
turns and shimmies. Year 8 and 9 have donned their 
leotards and leg warmers to dance to the classic 
colourful ‘Fame’!  

All three year groups will perform their dance on stage 
during assembly early next year, so keep your eyes and 
ears peeled to show your support.

Years 10 and 11 have taken a stronger path in dance 
in the style of ‘Hip Hop’, creating a strong and ruthless 
presence.    

Further to the dance news, IB Dance is in the progress 
of being set up to run next year in September. This will 
offer an exciting and creative new course for students.

Later this year, there will be the equipe musical theatre 
productions, so make sure you get involved!

Next year (2010/11) will also see the return of the Dance Show extravaganza and hopefully the chance for Hockerill to participate in a 
Hertfordshire Dance festival. Keep your eyes peeled to the new dance noticeboard, situated in the gym for more information.

A Calcasola

N o t i c e s

■   We would like to 
congratulate Tim Johnson, 
our SIMS Administrator 
on securing the Bishop’s 
Stortford Golf Club’s Golfer of 
the Year title for the second 
time.

■   Also congratulations to 6 
year old golfer Max Hopkins, 
son of Peter Hopkins, Head 
of Business Studies who 
conquered competition from 
across Britain at the HSBC 
Wee Wonders Grand Final to 
book a place at next year’s 
World Championships in the 
USA.

■   A reminder to parents/
carers to please ensure 
all students’ clothing is 
name tagged: 20 bags of 
lost property each term is 
collected and disposed of 
because it is not named.

H o c k e r i l l  E q u e s t r i a n  Te a m

A
fter being continually pestered by Rosie Trembath and Katie Lewis last summer term to 
start up an equestrian team I finally gave in and said goodbye to my sacred exeat family 
time!  Our first outing out was a team show-jumping competition organised by Holmwood 
House School in June.  Three teams made the long journey to Wix Equestrian Centre 

near Manningtree.  The 2ft 6’ team 
consisted of Freya Somerville and sisters 
Kimberley and Amber Oakley.  The 
next height of 2ft 9’ was tackled by a 
different combination of sisters, Freya 
and Ellie Somerville with Kimberley 
Oakley.  The final 3 ft team of Amber 
Oakley, Ellie Somerville, Rosie Trembath 
and Rebecca Vrylandt flew round the 
course with confidence.  Many schools 
were at the event and this whetted the 
appetite for not only more competitions 
but also into looking the part! 

Mr & Mrs Oakley have very kindly donated some very stylish Hockerill Equestrian Team jackets.  So, 
with professional looking coats printed in record time, similar teams travelled a smaller distance to the 
more locally based competition organised by Felsted School at the Norton Heath Equestrian Centre in 
October.  This time, there was the added discipline of dressage and the trio of Rosie Trembath, Ellie 
Somerville and Katie Lewis kept their composure whilst riding the Preliminary 13 2006 dressage test to 
achieve 7th out of 11 teams.

In the afternoon, with staff support from the Whiteleys, Mr Dinwiddy, Mr James, Ms Brown and little 
Sophie we watched some captivating show jumping in the indoor arena.  The teams consisted of Freya 
Somerville, Kimberley Oakley, Amber Oakley, Ellie Somerville, Rosie Trembath, Katie Lewis & Katie 
Vrylandt.  This discipline had stiff competition with 19 school teams in the region contesting for the 
placings.  Hockerill did themselves proud and finished in 9th place, just missing out on the rosettes!

I look forward to the Lent and Summer terms when hopefully finer weather will allow Hockerill to enter 
many more competitions.

N Pierrejean


