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Dear Parents

T
he Lent term has proved to be as busy as the 
previous term, with many of our students involved 
in a wide variety of activities. I would like to start by 
acknowledging the tremendous results our PE faculty 

have enjoyed so far this year. We are a 
small school and many of our students 
are often involved in more than one 
team. Despite this we have enjoyed 
some notable successes as you will read 
elsewhere in this newsletter. Behind 
every successful team there is a member 
of our PE faculty who gives freely of 
their time to support our students. We 
look forward to further supporting 
achievement in the summer term. 

Many of our students past and 
present have over the last five years 
been involved in the Sorrell project to 
redevelop the Refectory. I am pleased 

to report that the builders have arrived and the project has 
commenced. Clearly this is a complex project given the fact 
that we still have to feed our students three times a day 
whilst the work is on-going. This means that during the 
first half of this term we will be operating from temporary 
kitchens. Our caterers are confident that they will be able to 
sustain the same high quality and wide choice our students 
currently enjoy. Inevitably there will be some change to 
lunch routines and we would ask our students to look out 
for notices in tutor time. The project has been spilt into 
three phases with phase 1 and 2 currently underway. We 
are hoping to commence the final phase later this term. 
Other improvements to the College infrastructure has been 
the completion of the window replacement programme in 
Thames Boarding House. We also identified that the general

decor of the Boarding Houses was looking somewhat tired, 
having appointed a decorator towards the end of last term. 
Paul Gibson has nearly completed a complete re-decoration 
of Thames House and is hoping to move on to Roding 
later this term. The response from the students has been 
overwhelmingly positive and represents the governor’s 
commitment to improving all four Boarding Houses. There 
will be further building updates in our next newsletter.

Our recent parent governor elections saw our highest 
number of nominations ever. I would like to thank all those 
who put themselves forward for election and congratulate 
Stephen Beach, Sally Havers and Simon Somerville on their 
success at taking the three top slots.

You will be aware Hockerill College and our students are 
very active fund raisers for a wide range of social projects 
both here in the UK and overseas. At the end of last term 
our Interact students donated a cheque for £2,500 to the 
Rotary club for a ‘Play Pump’, this money was raised jointly 
by our students and students from the Bishop’s Stortford 
High School.  A number of our students visit Rwanda to 
work in local schools and on various social projects. I was 
fortunate enough to visit Rwanda at the end of January 
with Mr Ullmann. In the four days we were in the country 
we were able to visit all the projects we were involved with 
both in Kigali and in Gisenyi. I know the money our students 
raise is greatly appreciated and is making a real difference 
to many young people’s lives. Having spoken also to our 
students who have been able to visit Rwanda they have 
really benefited from the experience.

The summer term tends to be dominated by both the GCSE 
and the IB exams. Both staff and students have worked 
incredibly hard in preparation for these exams and I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish all our students every 
success in the coming weeks.

S Dennis

P r i n c i p a l ’s  C o l u m n

■  Simon Dennis

M o d e l  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  Tr i p

O
n the weekend of the 6th to 
the 8th of March, Hockerill’s 
MUN Organisation sent a 
delegation of students to this 

year’s Kingswood International Schools’ 
Model United Nations Conference in Bath. 
There, they spent three days representing 
their respective countries – Belgium, UAE, 
Guyana - while debating a comprehensive 
array of international affairs and issues 
ranging from the global economic crisis 
to human rights abuses in Asia. In the 
words of one MUN delegate; ‘I really 
started to critically analyse current 
world issues to a much deeper extent’.

Although several students were feeling 
extremely apprehensive at the mere 
thought of being made to speak in 
public - let alone in front of hundreds of 
strangers - the atmosphere at Kingswood 
was fantastic from the word go. With 
just the right blend of competitive spirit 
and relaxed, friendly interaction between 
everyone, the weekend was a smash hit 
with students and teachers alike. 

An extraordinarily broad variety of 
nationalities and cultures on exhibit 
from all over Britain and abroad lent 
the conference a fairly exotic air, 
(although one that we have become 
fairly accustomed to over the years at 
Hockerill!). More than 50 schools were 
represented by over 800 students, and 
everyone soon took advantage of the 
occasion to meet different people, make 
new friends, and (in the case of the more 
experienced delegates) maybe catch up 
with some old acquaintances. 

By the end of our stay, every member 
of Hockerill’s delegations had overcome 
their individual fears, grasped the 
opportunity to speak out at least once 
on behalf of their country, and had come 
away unscathed - and feeling much the 
better for it! To quote one Hockerill 
student; ‘my self confidence increased 
hugely; and I really enjoyed developing 
my public speaking skills over the course 
of the weekend!’

S Davids
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F
or what seems like months 
now, the girls of St Alban’s 
and Rochester have been 
preparing for the event of 

their year! During the last few 
weeks an array of dresses, shoes etc 
have been paraded for all to see, 
comment on, alter and borrow!
When the big day arrived I popped 
into town to a bit of last minute 
shopping and left myself 3 hours to get myself ready! However, on re-entering the 
St Alban’s I realised the whole boarding house had become a huge beauty parlour 
with Mrs Masson busily curling, straightening and arranging the girls hair.  Nails 
were being painted and makeup was applied in subtle shades.  It was then I knew 
that I couldn’t just go to my flat to organise myself – I had already got caught 
up in the excitement of the preparations.  The girls were looking for suitable 
accessories so out came my bags, jewellery and every conceivable adornment I 
could lay my hands on.

Those 3 hours flew past and, once everyone was ready, the girls and guests posed 
for photographs.  Then, at about 6.30, there was a huge buzz – the boys had 
arrived!  More frantic posing, strangely by the boys at this stage, before all were 
escorted to Dinner.

Everyone rose to the occasion and conducted themselves appropriately.  It was 
such a lovely event to attend and at the end of the evening the girls wended their 
way home tired but having thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
...and I picked my way through the flat, which looked like an explosion in an 
accessory factory, thinking – I’ll sort the mess out in the morning!

J Kheng

M a t h s  i n  B e l g i u m

O
n 12 February, Miss Scott and I took James, Rosie, 
Amy, Freddie and Charlie-Maud from year 11 
to a 3 day Junior Competition organised by the 
ISMTF (International Schools Mathematics Teachers 

Foundation). This year’s host was the International School of 
Brussels (ISB). Over 200 students from 
Europe and beyond gathered in the 
gym to meet their host families, who 
were also very international. James 
was able to put his Japanese to good 
use for conversing with his host.
The next day we explored bilingual 
Brussels, street signs are in both 
French and Dutch. We saw the famous 
Mannekin Pis who allegedly saved the 

burning city by damping down the flames! We kept warm 
with Haagen Daaz hot chocolate and waffles, expensive but 
nice. The afternoon was spent at a science museum near 
Mechelen in the Dutch speaking region. The Belgian frites in 
the café were cheaper outside Brussels! On Saturday it was 
heads down for maths all day. The students found it relaxed 
and not too scary. After the Sunday event we gathered for 
the results. The overall winner was Frankfurt International 
School. Hockerill came 33rd out 75 teams. Charlie-Maud 
found herself on stage, her Sunday Chase team won a prize. 

We all enjoyed ourselves. The early starts, the waiting around 
and lack of evening events were outweighed by making new 
friends and having new food experiences. On the return 
Eurostar, the other passengers may have been amused by 
mathematical discussions as teachers and students studied 
the competition solutions!

A Goldsmith

H o l a  I n g l a t e r r a !

O
n 11th March, 50 
students from College 
San Jose, Valladolid 
participated in the 

Hockerill – Valladolid 2009 
exchange, which is now in 
its 5th year.

Initial feelings of apprehension 
faded as the students met 
their exchange partners and 
their families.  The San Jose 
group spent the next few days 
exploring London, Cambridge 
and the surrounding areas.  In 
London, the Spanish students 
learnt about British history.  
They visited famous London 
landmarks such as Buckingham 
Palace, St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Trafalgar Square and the 
National Gallery.  They also had 
fun at the London Eye and an 
enjoyable evening at the West 
End where they went to see 
Billy Elliot.

The Spanish Department 
would like to thank the English 
families who participated in 
the exchange.  They were 
very generous and extremely 
hospitable to the Spanish 
students.

The week flew by and soon we 
were saying goodbye to the 
exchange students.  It has been 
wonderful to see how this trip 
has had such a positive impact 
on our pupils upon their return 
to their Spanish lessons!

The Spanish Department

Ye a r  1 1  A r t  E x h i b i t i o n

O
ur year 
11 
GCSE 
Art 

students have once 
again produced 
some outstanding 
and highly original 
artworks. 
They are all very 
excited about showing off their exam and coursework at 
an exhibition at the Rhodes Centre in Bishop’s Stortford in 
June. The private view will be by invitation only on the 17th 
June from 6-8pm, and then the gallery will be open for the 
public to view from 18th to 20th June.  We do hope you get 
a chance to see the wealth of talent that has emerged from 
our young students at Hockerill, they have worked very hard 
and deserve to do well when they get their results in August!

R Abraham
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D
uring last February Half-term some of 
our Year 10 and Year 12 students went 
to Münster, Germany where they had 
the opportunity to work whilst living in 

host families. Students worked in a variety of 
places, from kindergarten and primary schools 
to bakeries and garden centres. Those working 
in schools received an especially warm welcome 
from excited children who not only helped to 
improve our students’ German, but also taught 
them the latest school games and songs! Working 
hours varied but for everyone, there was always 
plenty of time to meet up with friends and enjoy 
German cafés, cinema and restaurants. Some even 
travelled to near by Holland for a day’s shopping. 
For many students, this trip meant staying with 
their Year 8 exchange partners again and some 
even managed to sneak in a day at our partner 

school, the Pascal 
Gymnasium. 
Those students 
who came to 
Münster for the 
first time enjoyed 
exploring its 
shopping facilities 
and soaked up 
the atmosphere 
of this small, 
picturesque town. 
This trip afforded 
all students a glimpse of not only German culture 
in general, but also the world of work. It was a 
successful and productive time enjoyed by all, 
and I would not be surprised if some of them 
were considering becoming teachers one day!

L a n g u a g e  N e w s

This has been a typically busy half-term culminating in 3 
different trips involving 100 students.

W o r k  E x p e r i e n c e  i n  M ü n s t e r ,  G e r m a n

M Ullmann

T
here are still 7 after-school 
primary classes – 2 in French, 
2 in Spanish, 1 German, 
1 Japanese and 1 Italian 

class.  We continue to offer our 
primary staff training in techniques 
and strategies with input from four 
members of staff.  The adult classes 
continue to prosper with a number 
of new students joining in January.  
Our three master classes continue to 
be very well-attended. The members of 
our two secondary classes will be going 
on a 4-day study visit to La Coûme 
(French class) and Basel (German class) 
over the May Day period. 

Since the last newsletter there have 
been a number of highly successful 
trips and exchanges.  

The Year 7-8 trip to Berlin was as 
enjoyable and successful as always.

This term we have had some 
worthwhile visits  - 50 went to Liège  
(our largest number for an exchange) 
including 29 Year 10s on Work 
Experience and 18 students (mainly 
Year 10s and some Year 12s) did Work 
Experience in Münster. 

We continue to benefit enormously 
from our base in the French Pyrenees at 
La Coûme. Year 7, 8  and 9 students, 
engaged in the MYP programme, 
have had several sessions over the 
videoconferencing link with Olivier 
and Marta and will be interacting with 
them and French school children on 
many future occasions this academic 
year. On one occasion in February BBC 

Look East came and filmed a Year 7 
group engaged in videoconferencing 
with La Coûme.

The Global Curriculum is being 
enhanced through the continuation 
of our collaborative project with our 
partner school in Gisenyi, Rwanda 
and the growing number of students, 
now over 70, being sponsored from 
the Hockerill Community.  Mr Dennis, 
Mr Ullmann and Dr Wiesemes from 
Nottingham went on a short but 
highly productive visit to Rwanda in 
late January to visit our two partner 
schools (the IB school in Kigali and 
our main partners in Gisenyi) and also 
continue the development of our work 
with the Kigali Institute of Education  
and Nottingham University.  

As I am writing 19 students are 
preparing to go to Aix en Provence 
and all will do a week’s Work 
Experience while another group from 
Year 12 will do their Work Experience 
in La Coûme at the same time.  In 
March we have already welcomed 
students from Spain and Japan and 
the group from Liège will be returning 
to Hockerill in a few days including 
large numbers doing work experience 
in the Bishop’s Stortford area.  The 
Spanish Exchange takes off in the 
Easter holidays and the Italian group 
from Maniago comes back to Hockerill 
at the start of the summer term.

Things continue to move forward at 
an electrifying pace in the Language 
College.

L a  C o û m e

N
ous nous sommes péniblement levés a 5h 
30 pour arriver a l’aéroport a 6 heures. 
Lorsque tous les 14 sont arrives, toujours 
inconscients et incompréhensible, des 

profs inclus, nous partîmes pour La Coume.
Apres 2 jours de visites aux alentours de La Coume, avec 
des trajets de durée entre 30 minutes et deux heures et 
denim, ainsi que l’arrivée du proviseur, nous commençâmes 
nos stages en entreprises. Les stages étaient très varies : des 
fermes, des fluorites et magasins de jouets entre autres.

La première 
journée en stage 
résultait dans des 
histoires uniques 
et drôles pour 
tous. Quelque 
chose que nous 
avons tous 
découverte c’est 
qu’au sud de la 
France lorsqu’il 
pleut, le monde 
s’arrête. Malheureusement il y a eu de la pluie pendant la 
grande majorité de notre visite et de plus, c’était les Anglaise 
qui ont été blâmés.

De la cote positive, la nourriture était tres bonne et a même 
réussi à réveiller le plus ensommeilles des garçons pour le 
petit déjeuneur. 

Le soir c’était l’interaction entre professeurs et lycéens ainsi 
que Mr Dennis. Mme Ullmann nous a amuses avec des jeux 
de mémoire et de logique française, et une soirée nous avons 
même eu la chance de recevoir un course de catalan par 
Marta. 

  A la fin de cette semaine, si le temps s’améliore-nous allons 
faire une randonne de 9h a 17h, avec des opinions déjà 
devisées sur le sujet. Pour conclure la fin du voyage, samedi 
soir chaque membre du groupe doit présenter un acte soit 
en groupes soit individuellement. Déjà des individus ont des 
idées sur des danses, des pièces de théâtre et des chansons 
mais on verra bien qui va gagner.

Lydia Rees

E Davies
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P r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  T h e  H o l o c a u s t  C e n t r eL e s s o n s  f r o m  A u s c h w i t z

A Journey of Reflection and Discovery

I
n March 2009, my friend Ruth and I were selected 
as Hockerill’s two delegates for this year’s Lessons 
from Auschwitz Project. The project was designed 
to develop our thoughts and understanding of what 

happened during the Holocaust in Auschwitz, Poland. 
Before our visit to Auschwitz, we attended a talk 
where we were shown family pictures of Jewish 
people affected by the Holocaust. We were asked to 
think of the people not solely as victims but also as 
individuals. While the statistics are shocking and must 
not be forgotten (2 million people died at Auschwitz 
and 6 million Jewish people died in the Holocaust all 
together) there is a danger that people forget they 
were real people much like you and I, with their own 
unique history and personalities. We also spoke to an 
Auschwitz survivor who told us about his experience at 
the concentration camp as well as his life since. I found 
his story inspirational as despite his unimaginable 
suffering, he has not let his past stop him from having 
a family and enjoying his life. Moreover, he has worked 
tirelessly for many years informing groups about the 
Holocaust so that such a horrific occurrence never 
happens again.

At Auschwitz we were all overwhelmed by the sheer 
scale of the camp. It is hard to describe the magnitude 
of the place. There were a lot of emotional moments in 
the day and everyone was affected by different things 
they saw. What I personally found most upsetting was 
the room containing the human hair. It was massive 
and piled to the ceiling with hair. When someone in 
the group asked how long it would have taken the 
Nazis to accumulate that much hair, expecting to hear 
a period of several months, the guide told us that that 
amount of hair was typically just two days’ worth. The 
feeling I felt inside that room will stay with me for a 
very long time, it deeply disturbed me to think of the 
suffering and loss that that hair represented. 

At our following session, we were able to discuss with 
other delegates our experience of the visit and what 
we felt we had learnt from participating in the project. 
We all agreed that every individual who perished was 
part of a community and when we speak of loss we 
also mean loss of culture, customs and ideas as well 
as people. There are also two main contemporary 
lessons from the Project that we intend to try and 
pass on to others. Firstly, societies are made up of 
individuals. If we want to make the world a more 
humane place, we must start with our own everyday 
actions. Furthermore, it is crucial that we increase our 
awareness of the world we inhabit by challenging 
and critically evaluating the media. Never again can 
we allow such a horrific display of racism, hatred and 
cruelty to occur.

India Burnett

■  Lily and 
Jonathan 
presenting 
the website

Y
ear 8 have been 
looking at the 
Holocaust in R.E. 
We were lucky 

enough to be picked to 
evaluate a new website 
on the Holocaust called 
www.historyspeaks.org.
uk. This website was made 
up of different sections 
and my favourite part was 
the Interviews. It gave 
us a chance to listen to 
some survivors stories 
and we could really relate 
to what they were saying. 
Jonathan Mascetti and I 
were picked to actually go 
to the Holocaust Centre in 
Nottinghamshire with Mrs 
Rittman and Miss Gobbo. 
We presented the website to 
staff, survivors, other pupils, 
Nottinghamshire Police and 
MPs including the minister 
for Community Cohesion, 
Sadiq Khan. It was a great 
event as we got to meet 
a variety of new people 
including some survivors. 
In the morning we were 
shown round the centre.  At 
1pm the ceremony started. 
I hadn’t realised how many 
people were there until I 
stepped on the stage ready 
to present the website. There 
were many people giving 
speeches and playing music 

and at the end different 
primary school children 
lit candles for survivors. It 
was a memorable day and 
I thoroughly enjoyed it.

Lily Pope

One of the Holocaust 
survivors we met was 
Simon Winston, a Ukrainian 
who moved to Britain 
after the war. The whole 
of Year 8 took part in a 
videoconference with him 
after the launch of the 
website. He described his 
experiences in hiding during 
the war, including how he 
only managed to survive by 
pretending to soldiers that he 
was playing hide and seek. 
He also answered questions 
from the students. It was a 
very powerful and moving 
account which we were very 
privileged to be able to hear. 

S Rittman

■  Simon 
Winston

J a p a n e s e  S t u d e n t s ’  V i s i t

F
ollowing our visit to Keio Junior High 
School last October, we were honoured to 
welcome a group of 18 Japanese students to 
Hockerill between 20th and 26th March. This 

was the fifth such visit and was as action packed 
as ever. As well as participating in a selection 
of lessons here at the College, the group also 
had two days out in London, during which time 
they managed to fit in a ride on the London Eye, 
a Thames river cruise, a visit to the Greenwich 
Observatory and a West End show (amongst 
other activities!) They were also able to 
experience family life in a culture vastly different 
from their own and I am quite sure this was a 
hugely enriching experience for everyone who 
made the trip. Although the visit was relatively 
brief, a number of strong friendships were 
formed and the final farewell was an emotional 
occasion for all. My sincere thanks go to all our 
host families who without exception went out of 
their way to extend the warmest of welcomes.

E Gdula 

Forthcoming Events at Hockerill
 15th May : Sports Dinner

 6th June : New Students Morning

 27th June : Speech Day

 27th June : Hampers and Champers
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O f  M i c e  a n d  M e n 
P e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  G C S E 
P o e t r y  Tr i p 

24th March, St Alban’s Hall. 

P
ractically the whole of Year Eleven is seated in the 
hall, watching the ably-handled rendition of Of 
Mice and Men. Initial doubts about the transition 
between page and stage are dispelled when it is 

revealed to us that it was in fact Steinbeck himself who 
adapted his seminal work to stage. While the audience’s 
opinions of this transition are best left to the audience, it is 
undeniable that the production, so sympathetically staged, 
helped to widen our appreciation of character, themes 
and the general push of Steinbeck’s writing as a whole.
The ensuing workshop organized by the troupe as a 
follow-up activity helped us all to reflect upon the ‘meat’ of 
Steinbeck’s hidden dialogue. The ‘Director’s Commentary’ 
of the novella form – specifically the debate about the 
‘American Dream’, which runs through the book like an 
artery giving Of Mice and Men its life-blood – exposed the 
issues of poverty and isolation, as well as social attitudes 
contemporary to Steinbeck’s time such as sexual and racial 
discrimination. All these themes and undercurrents of 
meaning were explored and highlighted by the afternoon’s 
activity.

On 24th February Year Elevens also attended the poetry 
workshop How do You Solve a Problem Like GCSE 
Poetry? performed at the Radlett Centre, St Albans. This 
entertaining and insightful event took the format of an 
‘X-Factor’ competition in which the audience’s ‘votes’ were 
recorded on a decibel meter and a winning performer 
selected accordingly. The workshop that followed stimulated 
discussion of the poems performed as well as generating 
renewed interest in the themes and ideas behind the poems 
that we discuss in our lessons. This enjoyable trip was of 
huge benefit to all present, with the exception perhaps of 
Nye ‘Simon-Cowell’ Renouf!

Max Shapiro

H u n g a r y  M u s i c  To u r

O
n the 13th of February the Music 
Department, along with 25 students, 
embarked upon our third annual Music 
Tour to Hungary. The atmosphere of 

this tour was different than in previous years; a 
younger, newer band of musicians, with a varying 
range of abilities and experiences were present, 
ready for a jam-packed schedule of travelling, 
rehearsing and performing over the next 8 days.    

Our weekend was spent in the beautiful capital of 
Budapest. The vibrant city was full of history and 
we saw the breathtaking Buda Castle, Hero Square, 
the Lizst Academy of Music and enjoyed a cruise on 
the River Danube, amongst others. Our only day of 
rest complete, we set off for the town of Pécs on 
Sunday, preparing for a gruelling but exciting week 
of rehearsals and performances. 

We worked closely with their prestigious performing 
Arts school, the Pécsi Müvészeti Gimnázium és 
Szakközépiskola, who were fascinated by what 
we had to offer. Their extremely high standard 
of musicianship, demonstrated by a welcoming 
fanfare they played as we entered the school, was 
daunting at first. However, we soon realised that our 
differences made for a more enriching collaboration. 
Hockerill’s jazz and funk based repertoire was a 
chance for the classically-based Pécs students to 
experience a new style of playing and after our first 
concert they were all extremely eager to join in. 
Our collaborative rehearsals and concerts were very 
successful. We performed at the Arts School, in Pécs’ 
main concert hall and in the ancient town of Siklos. 
All of our concerts were televised and professionally 
photographed, and we received standing ovations 
after each performance. 

One exceptional night, which we feel embodies 
the spirit of the whole trip, was our last night in 
Pécs, where we performed at an open mic jazz club 
called Dante. Many students from the Arts school 
came to join us and we spent the evening playing 
all of our favourite songs from the tour, with solos 
and spectacular improvisation and musicianship 
skills being demonstrated from both schools; the 
improvement in everyone’s confidence and ability 
was clear to see. Throughout the audience and 
everywhere in the club was someone playing an 
instrument or singing along, and the atmosphere was 
electric. It was the perfect way to end such a special 
trip and to seal our unique partnership with these 
talented students from the Arts School.

P Foulkes

I n t e r a c t  C l u b

O
nce again Interact come to the 
end of a very successful year 
and it is time to hand over the 
reins to a new team. My heartfelt 

thanks go to the outgoing officers, namely 
Laura Pepper (President), Amy Roberts 
(Vice-President), Franziska von Bergmann 
(Secretary), Emily Austin (Treasurer) and 
Mimi Plange (Sports). Without their enthusiasm and commitment 
we would not have been able to raise thousands of pounds for 
charity. I hope that you have been able to follow some of their 
activities through local press releases, the most recent being the 
donation of £2,500 towards a Play Pump being installed in Lesotho, 
providing the community with a constant supply of fresh water.
The club will hold its AGM on April 22nd   (19.00 in the Chapel) 
to which parents are cordially invited. On this occasion we look 
forward to welcoming Mimi Plange as President, Jane von Rabenau 
as Vice-President, Jacob Ferguson-Lobo as Secretary, Dominka 
Macikova as Treasurer, James Yates as Crisis Officer, James 
Rowbottom  in charge of  P.R., and Harold Craston  responsible for 
sporting events. Congratulations to one and all!

J Chalmers
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HOCKEY SUMMARY 

SUMMARY U12 A U12 B U13 U14 U15 1st XI

  PLAYED 5 5 5 10 6 10

 WON 2 4 2 9 4 3

 LOST 2 1 3 1 2 6

 DRAW 1 0 0 0 0 1

 GOALS + 11 20 8 40 9 10

  GOALS - 13 3 11 7 13 18

 GD -2 +17 -3 +33 -4 -8

U14s were star performers this season progressing 
to the semi-finals of the County Cup (full story 
inside). All other teams played exceptionally well in 
their respective district tournaments, all progressing 
to the semi final stages but were unlucky not to 
reach the finals. Statistics for the season PLAYED 
41, WON 24, DREW 2, LOST 15

BASKETBALL SUMMARY 

SUMMARY  U12 U13 U14 U15 U16 1st V

 PLAYED 5 6 8 6 4 10

 WON 2 6 7 6 2 6

 LOST 3 0 1 0 1 4

 DRAW 0 0 0 0 1 0

 Baskets + 37 50 186 68 58 220

 Baskets - 22 19 108 29 89 261

 GD +/- +15 +31 +78 +39 -31 -41

F o o t b a l l  D i s t r i c t  R o u n d  U p

Year 10 Squad: Josh Cooper, Owen Van-Springel Freman, 
George Birchenough, Ben Perkins, Ollie Thorpe, Will Ekong, 
Laurie Dobbin, Josh Davies, Jack Joseph, Chris Clark, Ollie 
Wookey, Harrison Hall, James Pickett, Kier Baldwin.

Year 7 Squad: Ladi Adagun, Tom Evans, Sam Ainsworth, 
Josh Abegglen, Sam Talbot, Andrew Braithwaite, Finn 
Grant, Teddy King, Luke Topolski, Alfie Tingey, Tom Wall, 
Zac Hopkins, Jordan Godfrey, Cory Williams

T
he 11 a-side football district 
tournament has run all 
this term with knockout 
games.  We entered the 

cup competitions for year 7-10 
and if you lose a game you move 
down into the plate competition.
The year 7 football team (pictured 
below)  managed to get to the final 
of the plate competition held at 
Jobbers Wood last night.  They beat 
Ralph Sadlier 3-0 in the final to win 
the plate.  As their football season 
hasn’t been particularly successful it 
is fantastic that they pulled out all the 
stops when it was really needed in a 
final.

The year 10 Football team also 
managed to reach the final of the cup 
competition held at Jobbers Wood 
last night.  This is the most senior 
of the competitions held. They beat 
TBSHS 2-0 in the final to win the cup. 

S Vernon

M u s i c  N e w s

Music Activities 
during the Lent 
term included:

■  Evening concerts 
featuring talented 
students that do not 
normally perform; 

■  Performance in the 
Mayor’s Variety show 
at the Rhodes Centre. 

■  A series of Classical 
Concerts held in the Chapel 

■  Musical entertainment for the Boarders’ Dinner

■  A very successful run of X-Factor with outstanding 
performances of students many of whom are new to the 
stage. 

■  A workshop with the Minden Wind Band of the Parachute 
Regiment at Birchwood School.

■  30 students undertaking ABRSM and Rockschool exams.

■  A Performing Arts Competition with outstanding displays
 of talented musicians, dancers and drama students. 

■  A Staff X-Factor held on the 1st April, for the first time in
 Hockerill’s history. 

P Foulkes

FOOTBALL SUMMARY

 SUMMARY U12 U13 U14 U15 U16(g) 1st XI

 PLAYED 5 5 4 5 1 4

 WON 0 1 2 3 1 2

 LOST 4 2 1 2 0 0

 DRAW 1 2 1 0 0 2

 Goals + 3 6 7 18 2 7

 Goals - 14 15 5 10 0 3

 GD +/- -11 -9 +2 +8 +2 +4

NETBALL SUMMARY

SUMMARY U12 U13 U14 U15 U16  1st VII

 PLAYED 8 6 7 3 2 2

 WON 7 2 5 1 1 1

 LOST 1 4 2 2 1 1

 DRAW 0 0 0 0 0 0

 GOALS + 107 32 116 35 17 31

 GOALS - 30 44 56 45 17 28

 GD +77 -12 +60 -10 0 +3

U12’s were this year’s star performers, winning all 
of their matches at the Annual District tournament, 
including a nail biting final against St Mary’s (full 
story inside).  Statistics for this season so far: Played 
28, Won 17, Lost 11.

L e n t  Te r m  S p o r t s 
R e v i e w

■  Da Vinci, this 
years Equipe 
winners 
performed 
‘We Will Rock 
You’
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A  H a l c y o n  S e a s o n  f o r  B o y s ’ 
B a s k e t b a l l

S
uccess has continued this 
term with the Year 8 and 
Year 10 basketball teams 
winning their respective 

district titles and the Year 9 
team, who are unbeaten in their 
pool games, awaiting the final 
with Saffron Walden before 
the end of term.   The Year 8’s 
went into their final with Saffron 
Walden unbeaten in pool play 

but trailed until the last three minutes of the game.  However, they rallied hard 
and managed to squeeze a 19 – 18 win in a thrilling encounter.  The year 10 
championship was a round robin competition and the team also finished the 
season undefeated.  The Senior team recorded only one defeat during their 
campaign and finished runners’ up to The Bishop’s Stortford High School, whilst 
the year 7’s went through to their district final, losing 16 – 4 at St Mary’s.

J Hill

U 1 4  H o c k e y  C o u n t y  C u p  C a m p a i g n  2 0 0 8 / 0 9
 

D i s t r i c t  N e t b a l l 
To u r n a m e n t  R o u n d - U p

H
ockerill has had a successful year of netball which 
was rounded off extremely well with some fantastic 
results at the annual district tournaments.  The U15 
and U13 A teams did not progress to the semi finals 

but played with enthusiasm.  In difficult draws both teams 
were unlucky not to progress further in the competition.  
The 1st VII, U16 and U14 teams progressed through to 
the semi finals and the U14 B team fought hard against St 
Mary’s in the final, just losing by a very small margin. The 
U13 B team came 5th in their round robin competition, 
fighting hard against some of their very close rivals including 
Herts and Essex and Newport.   The U12 B team came a very 
close second in their round robin tournament, only losing 
out on goal difference and the U12 A team won all of their 
matches and beat St Mary’s in the final to become District 
Champions!  The girls played extremely well and were very 

gracious in their 
victory.  Thanks 
to all parents 
who offered 
encouragement 
(and snacks!) 
from the 
sidelines 
throughout 
this busy week 
of netball.  
Alena Bigg, 
Elizabeth 

Munro and Alice Boulton (pictured) are amongst our top 
netballers in the College.  These students have been selected 
for the East Herts U15 inter-district netball squad, and as a 
department we would like to commend the girls on their 
success.  Well done to all who have been training in teams 
and development squads this year. 

V Eldred

A  U n i q u e  S p o r t i n g  Tr e b l e 

T
he year 10 boys 
have won a unique 
sporting treble by this 
year winning district 

titles in Rugby, Football & 
Basketball. They have won 
the district football title 
3 out of the past 4 years 
and were runners up in the 
other. They are a fantastic 
year group for sport and a 
credit to Hockerill. They are 
pictured with their 3 trophies.

S Vernon

E
xpectations were high for this 
year 9 girls hockey squad which 
was bolstered by the very 
talented year 8 county hockey 

player Olivia Pettengell. The squad 
easily progressed to the semi-final 
stages by remaining unbeaten in all 
their pool games. Including a fantastic 
1-0 win over Queenswood B team.
Their semi - final opposition turned 
out to be Queenswood A team  who 
went through as 2nd place winners in 
the other Pool. Although having long 
periods of attack Hockerill couldn’t quite 
find the back of the net. The defence, 
led by Marli Todd and Scarlet Jarvis 
played well and repelled many attacks 
but in the end Queenswood took their 
chances well and ran out 2 – 0 winners 
to progress to the final. (Queenswood 
eventually won the County Cup 2-1 
against Beaumont.) The squad can 

be very pleased and proud of their 
performance as a whole this season – 
their statistics for all matches played 
this season are a very creditable Played 
10, Won 9, Lost 1, Goals for 39, Goals 
against 6, Goal Difference + 33. 

Squad: Beth Brookhouse, Milly Allen, Scarlet Jarvis, Izzy 
Cavalier, Marli Todd, Marie Beaufils, Izzy Lawrence, Mel 
Abegglen, Alice Nelson, Jauna Jimenez-Jaso, Layla Younis, Liz 
Crake, Olivia Pettengell, Harriet Bayliss, Becky Vrylandt.

G Hodder

Hockerill Sports Trust

ALL WEATHER PITCH 
FOR HIRE

Available April - August 

Whole pitch
£68.50 per hour 

Half  pitch
£45.25 per hour

Evenings only

For football or hockey training

Daytime bookings available 
during the Summer holidays

Contact Suzanne Holden on 

01279 658451 
for further details


