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Principal’s Column
We are honoured to announce that Dr Lachezar Matev, the
Ambassador of Bulgaria, has agreed to become a Patron of
the College. It is also a pleasure to welcome Peter Scarlett
back to the Board of Governors. Peter is very well known
within the local community, having been President of the
town’s Rotary Club and also its Rugby Club.

Parents will be pleased to hear the results of our latest
boarding inspection by CSCI (Commission for Social Care
Inspection). The overall assessment was that the service
provided to boarders was “excellent”. “The Commission’s
inspectors were most impressed by the good manners and
maturity of the boarding students. This combined with the
positive education outcomes identified by OFSTED,
demonstrates the most desirable of outcomes for students.
All staff that help cr eate the environment where boarders can
flourish and develop so well should be commended”. The full
report is available on www.csci.org.uk. We now anticipate our
next OFSTED report wi thin the next two terms. Let ’s hope it
can match the last one!

As part of our on-going self evaluation, which is central to
the revised OFSTED inspection framework, I am extr emely
grateful to al l parents who completed the detai led
questionnaire from Kirkland Rowell Marketing. You gave
Hockerill “an exceptionally high overall performance score”.
This is, of course, very motivational to staf f, but just as
important is to note and impr ove those things which you are
less satisfied with. The Managing Director of Kirkland Rowell
is presenting the findings on Monday 4th June, 16.00-17.00.
Parents are most welcome to come to this pr esentation.

Speech Day on Saturday 23rd June is an all ticket event and
these will be available very soon. The 1,000 seater marquee
on Thames Lawn provides the setting for this celebration of
the individual achievements of our students, my annual
report to parents and an address from our Guest of Honour.
On the evening of Speech Day the Marquee and grounds will
also provide the venue for the major social event of the y ear
which takes on a rather different format to the norm. I nstead
of the Ball we are holding an event called “Hampers &
Champers”. Musical entertainment will be provided by our
own students, staff and f riends of the College. Parents will be
able to bring in a picnic or pr e-order one from us and sit on
chairs which may be arranged by your party in or around the
Marquee. Champagne, as well as less expensive and non-
alcoholic refreshment, will be on sale and tickets will be
priced at £10 with a view to making the ev ent as inclusive as
possible. Please do support it and buy tickets as early as
possible – you can be assured of a really memorable evening.

Dr R B Guthrie

Romania Music Tour
In the February half term, a gr oup of 35 students left on a
music tour of Romania. Although as a college we’ve had a long
established relationship with our school in Romania, our trip in
February was to be the beginning of a new t ype of
collaboration, proving that music really is a universal language.

We began our stay with two nights in the capi tal of Bucharest.
On the first day, we visited the People’s Palace. The palace
was built by former dictator, Ceausescu. Although it is an awe
inspiring building, the history behind i t makes it somewhat of a
monstrosity.

Being a music tour, we were honoured to get to w atch the
Philharmonic Orchestra of Bucharest perform. For many of the
students, this was their first r eal experience of a concert, and
this was a truly enjoyable experience for all.

As soon as we got to Iasi the hard work began. We spent two
nights with host f amilies and then straight into r ehearsals for
our two concerts.

As well as performing our two col laboration concerts, we also
managed to appear on national Romanian television. The
atmosphere and reception at the concerts and TV studio was
inspiring. 

We also performed in f ront of the special school. This was, for
many, a remarkable touching experience that really brought
home the issues that Hockerill fundraises to prevent. 

Through music, we had the opportuni ty to communicate wi th
people in a completely different way, and everybody was
incredibly sad when the time came to r eturn home.

Phoebe Pluckrose-Oliver

Guerilla Theatre 
Strikes Again!

On 21st February our senior Drama students filled the Cloister
garden with inter esting and arresting images involving the use of
face.  The exhibition enti tled “What’s in a Face” was part of the
PSHCE programme and was designed to get students and staff
thinking about what the f ace, so frequently taken for granted,
means in different contexts.  Students were dressed in bridal,
religious and even diving costumes and their striking pr esence
had the effect of making the audience question their own
perception.  Ms Dover and the students deserve to be
commended for putting such worthwhile and intelligent theatr e
on the map! S Davids

LAMDA Examinations
On 13th and 14th of March our Year 7 students performed
their recitation of v erse and prose for the external
examiner from the London Academy of Music and Dramatic
Art, using a set passage from Skellig by David Almond and
a poem of their choice to demonstrate their skills.

They waited nervously in the Cloister corridor for their turn
to impress.  Clearly, they had been well prepared by their
teachers and once their session had begun they responded
to the challenge with energy and imagination.

The experience has allowed the students to demonstr ate
their oral ability and helped them increase their sensitivity
in interpreting the wri tten word, whilst focusing on the
importance of voice and gesture in communication.  The
examination sessions ran smoothly and the students gave
of their v ery best. S Davids



T2 teachers…2 bikes…1000 miles…10 days…

The Breakthrough Ride 
for Rwanda 2007

Announcing a major fund raising 
adventure to take place this summer

From 8th to 18th A ugust Mr Gdula and Mr James will attempt to ride f rom
Land’s End to John O’Groats in order to raise money for two chari ties that
Hockerill is proud to support - B reakthrough Breast Cancer and the
Hockerill Rwandan Appeal.  

Not being ones to take on an easy challenge, we have set ourselves a
target of 100 mi les a day and an overall time l imit of 10 days for the 1000
mile trip. Our fundraising target is similarly ambitious, and with the
generous support of parents, students and friends of the College, we hope
to raise £10,000 which will be split 50/50 between the two causes. 

The first of these causes needs litt le introduction. Breakthrough is the UK’s
leading charity committed to fighting br east cancer through research,
campaigning and education. 

The second cause is one that Hockerill has chosen to support since last
year’s visit to Rwanda by Mr Ullmann and Mrs Chalmers. As many of you
will be aware, we have now forged strong links with Le Collège de Gisenyi,
which like Hockerill is a coeducational day and boarding school. Our aim
for the second half of the money we r aise through our ride wi ll be to f und
improvements in the l iving and studying conditions at Gisenyi, which no
parent of a student at Hock erill would currently find acceptable. The
difference £5000 would make to these children is almost beyond any of
our imaginations.

There are two ways you can pledge us money. Please either send us a cheque
(payable to HAEC with Breakthrough Ride for Rwanda clearly written on the
back) or log on to www.justgiving.com/breakthrough-rwanda and
pledge online. If y ou are a UK tax payer, this second method will also enable
you to donate 28% mor e than you actually give through the magic of Gift Aid. 

E Gdula and J James

EcoCentre
In March 8PR and 8PB travelled to the wind f arm in
Swaffham to visit the EcoTech Centre.  They have
recently been studying energy and sustainable living
in geography and this environmentally friendly centre
provided an opportunity for the students to explor e
the disadvantages and benefits of a variety of energy
sources, the importance of sustainability, organic
horticulture and environmental issues.

Their day started wi th a presentation about the
impacts of modern day living and the l inks with
global warming.  The students then had to identi fy
the several ‘green’ features of the impressive
EcoCentre building. This was then followed with a
tour of the or ganic gardens by the Head Gardener.
In their lunch br eak the students also had the chance
to observe the several environmental displays in the
main exhibition room such as; the impacts of the
increased use of passenger aircraft, which parts of
Eastern England will be affected by rising sea levels
and the land-fi ll issues with products such as non-
reusable nappies etc. 

The students also had the fantastic opportunity to
have a turbine tour – the actual turbine is one of
three worldwide with an internal spiral staircase and
is the only one in the world wi th a viewing platf orm.
The views were spectacular and the students could
even see Ely Cathedral on the distant horizon with
the aid of binoculars.

Back inside the centre, the students then completed
the day by experimenting wi th some miniature
turbine ki ts.  Selected students guided by their peers
got the chance to design their own turbines and
experiment with both the number of blades and the
angle of each blade to create the maximum velocity
of electricity.  The students generated some excellent
questions and answers to the problems posed and
behaved impeccably throughout the day.

N Pierrejean

Interact News
Another year has gone by and it is time to say thank you to the r etiring of ficers
– Barbara Baer (President), Abigail White (Vice-President), Chloe Benson
(Secretary), Felix von Nostitiz (Treasurer), Alex Diers (Crisis Officer) and Daniel
Fakoya (Sports Officer). They have done a fantastic job, raising money for
charities, locally, nationally and international ly and I am v ery proud of their
achievements. The club now looks forward to f urther success under new
leadership and congratulations go to Victoria Etherington (President), Jennifer
Frydrych (Vice-President), Gemma Gahan (Secretary), Fay Kueh (Treasurer),
Rosalie Lawrence (Crisis Officer) and Helene Sedman (Sports Officer). May I
also take this opportuni ty to thank y ou for your continued support.

J Chalmers



Design Technology
News

This has been yet another very busy term for the
department, Year 7 students earlier in the term took
part in an MYP cross curricular day, using their design
skill and combining them wi th mathematics and science
they constructed non gravitational space stations. 

Meanwhile Year 11 students have been working with a
great deal of commitment on their final GCSE projects,
with a number of students and teachers giving up
valuable time during weekends in the pursuit of those
all important A* to C gr ades.

Outside of the formal teaching environment, many
students from all year groups have been making use of
the facilities during lunchtimes to complete their pr oject
work and it has been very pleasing to see Year 7
students working alongside our more experienced Year
11 designers. 

Students have not only been active on their own
projects, they have also been very active through the
student DT committee which has been ably led by
Eddie King. This committee, set up to assist in the
development of the department has met thr ee times
this term and as a result the department has r eplaced
three ovens in the FT room and changed the way it
informs year 9 students about GCSE DT. The committee
are presently discussing changes to the MYP
assessment structure and a small number of students
are working on an exciting new pr oject l inking students
and the assessment of the learning environment.

I thank al l my colleagues for their continual har d work
and in particular thank Brian Aldam in Year 12 for his
devotion to helping the y ounger students during the
lunch sessions. I hope you all had a pleasant vacation
and look forward to working wi th all the students in the
Summer term which wi ll include the Year 11 annual
celebration of coursework (week beginning 4th June),
further work wi th the MYP and of course those
important GCSE examinations. Small reminder.. please
don’t forget the al l important Technology fund next term.

D Sinclair

The Biggest Small Thin g in Science
On Tuesday 20th March, Hockerill hosted a lecture on Nanotechnology,
one of the f astest growing areas of Science with uses as varied as self
cleaning windows to microelectronics to medicine.  Dr Steffi Freidrichs,
the director of the Nanotechnology I ndustries Association delivered a
lecture to the Year 10 and 11 Science groups and several guests from
other local schools. Nanotechnology, as its name suggests, is science at
an atomic level.

In addition to learning about Nanotechnology, the Triple science group in
Year 10 will be visiting the University of Hertf ordshire for a lecture on
Science of Colour given by the I nstitute of Physics.

At the v ery beginning of the month some of the Y ear 12 Physics group
were entertained by a very informative lecture on Sound at the
Cavendish Laboratory in Cambridge. S Chalmers

ECO Silver Award
Hockerill has attained Silver Award status from the Eco-Schools
programme thanks to the continuing ef forts of pupi ls and staff in
reducing the environmental impact of the school on the whole
community.  Members of Mr Gdula’s Eco Schools Club have assisted
in introducing a number of measures – including a highly successful
paper recycling scheme – in a drive to make Hockerill more
sustainable.

The Eco-Schools programme provides a framework for schools to
analyse their operations and, assisted by a number of partners, work
internationally towards Education for Sustainable Development.  The
Eco-Schools club is a highly ambitious project that incorpor ates a
broad agenda and has been meeting weekly since September.  The
next step for the club is f or the College to achieve Green Flag status.

Suggestions as to how Hockerill can further impr ove its
environmental management will be warmly received.

C Jones

Please remember to book your tickets for
Hampers and Champers on Saturday 23rd June

Model United Nations Club
On 2nd March 2007, the Model United Nations Club embarked on the
journey to Bath to at tend the annual Bath I nternational Schools’
Model United Nations Conference.  The College represented 3
countries, Mali, the Netherlands and Bulgaria and our student
delegates were split among the f ollowing committees: Economics,
Environment, Disarmament, Political and Human Rights.

We arrived in Bath on a very rainy Friday afternoon after spending 4
hours on the minibus wi th our luggage taking up mor e space than our
bodies!  We were all rather tir ed and struggling to find motiv ation but
sheer excitement kept us going and at 18.30 in the ev ening we were
ready to tackle resolutions en masse during the lobbying procedure.
Some of the r esolutions were as hilarious as some of the speeches.
One delegate compared a resolution to his socks, the Palestinian
delegate kept making reference to his several wives and there were
constant declarations of war.  Despite hours of discussion and debate,
we found it very difficult to pass resolutions and we found that the
process required in depth knowledge of issues, research and excellent
debating skills. 

The weekend was hard work but also tr emendous fun.  We would like
to thank Ms Davids, Mr Roberts and Dr Purday for accompanying us,
Mr Clarke and Mrs Ketteridge for supporting the Club and Dr Guthrie
and Dr Worsnop for making it possible.  

Members of the Model United Nations Club 



CCF
Looking for something different? Adventure…
Travel… Excitement - then look no f urther than
the HAEC Combined Cadet Force (CCF). We meet
twice a week, Monday 4.30-6.00 & Tuesday 4.00-
5.30, and we are looking for new recruits to join
us. If inter ested please see Mrs Ashlee-McCrae or
Mr Hemsley-Smith for further inf ormation.

HAEC CCF comprises both an Army and RAF
section, and is open to all students male and
female in Years 9 and above. All undertake basic
military tr aining ie. dri ll & turnout, weapon
handling and field craft skills, before opting for
either the Army or RAF sections. The highlight
of the year is the Annual Camps held during the
summer holidays, this year’s Army camp is being
held in Scotland.

April 21st/23rd sees HAEC CCF entering, for the
first time, a team of nine Cadets in ‘Ex Combat
Cadet 07’. This is a military skills competition
hosted by the Cadet Training Team (CTT) in
SANTA, Norfolk. The competition pitches us
against 21 other CCF/ACF teams from the
Eastern region. They will be tested on a number
of military skills including section attacks, map
reading, command tasks, a 1.5m run followed
by an assault course and a shoot to finish. The
team has been in training since January, the aim
being to get the team fi t and working together
as a cohesive unit in pr eparation for the event. 

C/Sgt Cooper-Cocks, 2nd Lt Hemsley-Smith,  
Flt Sgt Eldred 

During the half term Sgt Hegarty, Sgt Mitchell,
J/CPLs Dare and Reynolds completed their
Senior Cadet Instructors Course (SCIC) at
Beckingham Camp, Lincolnshire. The course is
designed to teach senior Cadets how to instruct
other cadets in basic military subjects.

T Hemsley-Smit h

Intermediate Maths
Challenge

83 students recently tackled the tough questions in
the I ntermediate Maths Challenge run by the UK
Maths Trust along with many thousands of students
all over the country.  The Challenge is to solve 25
problems an hour with points lost f or wrong guesses.

Congratulations to Nathan Basford who was best in
school and to Karunen Vencatasawmy and Maya
Davies on their Gold Awards.  In total, Hockerill
students were awarded 15 Silver awards and 25
Bronze Awards.  Well done to al l who took part.

A Clarke

Language College
This has been a typically busy half-term culminating in 3 di fferent trips involving
100 students.

There are 6 after-school primary classes – 2 in French, 2 in Spanish, 1 German, 1
Japanese and 1 Italian class.  We shall be offering French primary lessons for new
schools for September and have provided an intensive training session for our
primary staff in techniques and strategies with input f rom four members of staff.

Our three master classes continue to be very well-attended. The members of our
two secondary classes will be going on a 4-day study visit to La Coûme (French
class) and Freiburg (German class) over the May Day period.

Since the last report there have been a number of highly successful trips and
exchanges and much progress on The Global Curriculum.  

The Global Curriculum
The Global Curriculum is being enhanced through the commencement of
our project wi th Rwanda.  Most faculties are making a major input and
there continues to be much excitement about the work being done in this
area. Other work wi th Rwanda is ongoing such as our drama project wi th
the LONGEST STORY IN THE WORLD team and our links with the Holocaust
Centres in Nottingham and Kigali.  The Rwandan Government also wants us
to play a leading role in training students from the Kigali I nstitute of
Education along with our col leagues from Nottingham University.

There continue to be many fundraising events to raise money for Rwanda
and Romania.  Very soon Chloe Tingey of Year 10 who is producing her own
musical “Jammy Dodgers” written by Bowering Sivers, will record a CD of
songs from the musical.  She would like to sell these CDs as a way of raising
money for Rwanda and I am sure you would like to support her in this
wonderful initiative.

The success of the Musical Tour to Romania has had an impact on the
number of Romanian students who are coming to Hockerill in the summer.
There will be 33 this year, many more than usual, but about the same
number as we send annually to I asi.  We would very much like to find host
families for the stay which will be the last two weeks of June (17th June to
1st July). Please contact me urgently if you can help.

Finally we have made tentative contact with a school in the Gujarat region
of I ndia.  I nitially we hope to put students into e-mai l contact but
exchanges may well start in the next 2 y ears. It is a very exciting prospect
to forge links with a school on the sub-continent.  We hope to report on
further developments in the next edi tion. 

Trips and Exchanges
The Year 7-8 trip to Berlin was as enjoyable and successful as always. 

This term we have already had three very worthwhile visits for different
reasons – 50 went to Liège (our largest number for an exchange) including
27 Year 10s on Work Experience, 12 did Work Experience in Münster and a
party of 37 members of the or chestra and choir and 7 members of staff took
part in the first joint Music Col lege/Language College trip to Iasi , Romania.
Suffice it to say that i t was an amazing experience for all concerned.

We continue to benefi t enormously from our base in the French Pyrenees at
La Coûme . Year 7 and 8 students, engaged in the MYP programme, have
had several sessions over the video conferencing link with Olivier and Marta
and will be interacting with them and French schoolchildren on many future
occasions this academic year. 

At the time of wri ting 25 students were in Aix en Provence and all did 2
weeks’ work experience. At the end of the Lent term students f rom Japan
and Liège payed return visits to Hockerill.  30 of the Liège students did
work experience in the Bishop’s Stortford area.  The Spanish Exchange took
off in the Easter holidays and groups both from Valladolid and Maniago
come back to Hockerill at the start of the summer term.

M Ullmann





MYP News
The Lent term has been a fantastic one for the Middle Years Programme at Hockerill, not
only did we become an official candidate school recognised by the IBO at the beginning
of term we ha ve also worked with the students on man y cross curricular events which
have brought the hol istic nature of the pr ogramme to the f ore. Here is a taster of the
activities we have been involved with:

In the Summer term Year 8 look forward to an environmental week and Year 7 to
building on their communi ty spirit.

I thank al l the students f or their enthusiasm and commitment to the MYP and to my
colleagues, many of whom give up considerable time planning events. Without you all we
wouldn’t have an MYP and that would be a real pity.

D Sinclair

Breakthrough Quiz
A quiz was held in St Alban’s Hall on  3rd
March in aid of Breakthrough Breast
Cancer. Quiz Supremo Peter Hopkins wrote
the questions, which thankfully were not
as hard as his usual ones, and Stewart
Chalmers did a brilliant job as Master of
Ceremonies.  We made a wonderful £540.

The next quiz will be on Saturday 12th May
at 7 for 7.30pm and the cost wi ll be £8 for
Adults and £4 for children under 16. This
includes the cost of supper. There will be a
raffle and a bar.

Please come along and support the
evening in teams of 8 (or so) and ha ve
great fun at the same time. Please contact
me for tickets.

Rememberance Wall
For every £1000 we raise for Breakthrough
we are able to name one of the
Rememberance Walls in their Research
Centre at the Marsden Hospital in London.
We have decided to put f orward Jeanette
Halligan’s name, our former Maths teacher
and Head of Roding Girls, who tragically
died before Christmas.

We would like to thank everybody who has
helped us with our f undraising.  We have
raised £11,600 over the last ten y ears. 

B Shellard

Boarding at
Hockerill

The beginning of the Lent term
allowed each house to relax a litt le
after the str essful yet enjoyable
challenges that the Christmas
InterHouse Challenge produced.
The bargain hunting boarders
made the most of the January
sales with shopping trips being
made to Bluewater and Cambridge.  

Over forty boarders made the visit
to Chelmsford’s Riverside ice-
skating complex and showed off
their varying levels of skill.  GAP
student Matt Wichlinski uti lised his
speed skating prowess to round up
the students at the end of the
session as they whizzed by.  One
of the boys was very reluctant to
exit the rink and persisted in doing
several additional laps.  We were
adamant it was a Canterbury boy
only later to find out that the
confused boy wasn’t even a
Hockerill student!

All the juniors and some seniors
travelled to London to appreciate
the variety of art f orms displayed
at the Tate Modern.  The major
exhibition on display was Gilbert &
George yet the juniors particularly
liked spending their time on the
sliding shoots with the hessian
sacks! 

A pre fancy dress shopping trip for
the juniors was made to the
Freeport Designer Village in
Braintree.  Last minute accessories
were purchased in addition to the
compulsory visit to the Cadbury
Shop.  Later that ev ening, there
were some strange sights to
behold as the seniors especially
made the effort to cr eate some
weird and wonderful fancy dress
costumes.

Mr Jacobs organised a Star Wars
Fantasy Weekend for all those sci-fi
fanatics.  However, the highl ight of
the term w as undoubtedly the
Easter Dinner with guest speaker
Mark Prisk MP. Much excitement
had been created over the seating
plan, what to wear, who to escort,
which attraction to try etc.  Ther e
were many memorable moments on
the gladiators spectacle, the buck-
ing bronco and the bouncy castle. 

A big thank you to all who make
boarding at Hockerill so enjoyable
– the catering team, the heal th
centre, the maintenance team, the
house-keeping team, the admin
team, the house staff, the parents,
and of course, the boarders!  

N Pierrejean

Careers
Programme

As part of the whole College careers
programme we  have in place, Year 10
students will be taking part in a ‘2 Da y
Event’ on 11th and 12th of June. A k ey
element of this is a mock interview f or
all students. This is conducted by
external parties, ie non-Hockerill staff,
and the interviewers review the
individual interview skills and a CV and
application form which wi ll be
completed by the students in PSHCE
lessons prior to the event. This has
proven to be invaluable in the past as
all of our students wi ll be interviewed
in Year 11 whatever their chosen Post-
16 career path.

If y ou can help on either date f rom 
9-11.30am, or 13.15-15.45pm, or
indeed for the whole day, please let me
know asap so that I can plan the da y.

Also, on Monday 11th June, Year 9
students will be on Work Shadowing
and not all of our students ar e in a
position to arr ange their own
placement. If y ou can help by
agreeing to take one of our students
please also let me know. Thanks in
advance for any help given!  

P Hopkins

Year 7 students experience 
non gravitational structur es 
in January 
(DT, Maths and Science)

Year 7 students explore 
Tudor London in March 
(History, English, Art, DT)

Receiving a frugal lunch during
Year 8 MYP Day 2 in March on
Human Rights (Humanities, RE,
English & Geography)



District Football
Champions

On 17th January a team of eleven girls
from Years 10 and 11, captained by
Laura Pepper, travelled to Helena
Romanes School for the Girls’ District
Football Championships.

After a cautious start, Hockerill went on
to win their thir d group game 4-0
against Dunmow and progressed to the
semi-finals without conceding a single
goal. Here they met r eigning
champions Freeman College, which
proved to be their toughest test y et.
Despite Freeman’s strength and quality,
Hockerill’s defensive partnership of
Laura Pepper and Tanishka Naidoo
maintained the impressive form they
had shown throughout the competi tion;
allowing Hailey Graham to steal the
game’s only goal and send Hockerill
into the final.

The girls had found their shooting
boots in the previous two games and
this did not bode wel l for the hosts.
Two goals from Hailey Graham
(including a stunning volley), as well as
a goal from Helen Von Cossel, secured
match victory for Hockerill, along with
the ti tle of District Champions. 

Goalscorers: Helen Von Cossel (1) Kelly
McCarthy (2) Hailey Graham (5)    

R Graves

Rugby East of England Cup Winners
The U13 Rugby team entered the 12 a-side Hertfordshire Emerged County Cup
competition this year.  The competition is open to school teams who play 8 or less
fixtures over 1 term.  The East Hertfordshire group stage was played at Cheshunt Rugby
Club.  This saw the U13 team beat al l rivals comfortably.  The Hertfordshire Finals took
place at Old Albanians Rugby Club.  Sam Leung led his team to become well deserved
Hertfordshire Champions.  On the 21st of March the team tr avelled to Colchester Rugby
Club to compete for the East of England Cup.  After the gr oup stages the final saw
Hockerill play the rival finalists from the Hertfordshire Cup and ground out a 10-5 victory.
On the route so far Hockerill has scored 235 points with only 30 conceded.  This is a
huge achievement for the U13 rugby team and we wish them the best of luck in the next
stage of the National Cup on the 5th May at Staines Rugby Club.

Swimming Trophy
On Friday 23rd March 2005, Claire Fisk
took part in the Hertf ordshire schools’
swimming gala. There were students
from all over the country r epresenting
their schools and clubs, they were
divided into 6 teams.  The girls
intermediate for the ‘East’ won many
of the team and individual ev ents
putting them into 1st posi tion at the
end.  Claire felt very privileged to be
asked to collect the tr ophy for the
team, which wi ll be on display at
Hockerill very soon.

Diving Club News
At the time of wri ting the last newslet ter
many of Hockerill’s keen divers had only
dived in the Stortf ord College pool, now
however we can report that al l of our
young divers have dived in the warm
waters of the Red Sea of Sharm el Sheik. 

During the February half term br eak, 24
students, ourselves and Mrs Smith plus two
dive instructors from Planet Scuba headed off
to the diving mecca that is Sharm el Sheikh.
Half of the gr oup were there to complete
their PADI Open Water qualification and the
remainder (except one who was there to just
enjoy the diving!) wer e there to complete
their PADI Advanced Open Water qualification
or the next step up the BSAC ladder. It w as a
fantastic week of diving, great fish came out
to play and the students were a pleasure to
be with. Two memories however come to the
fore, firstly the faces of the Open Water
divers after their first r eal dive, when they
had seen Nemo in the flesh, and secondly
when the now qualified divers jumped into
the sea to complete a spectacular night dive,
but keeping track of torch lights rather than
faces was something else!

We congratulate all those divers who
completed their qualifications as well as
thank you all for your support wi th Mr
Sinclair’s examinations, (he’s now a
Divemaster). We are now working on next
year’s diving expedition although places
will be limited. Thanks also to Mrs Smith
for her support as well as Steve Manton
and Vince Arrowsmith f rom Planet Scuba.

Keep making bubbles!! 
D & S Sinclair 

Sports Partnership
We are now part of the B ishop’s Stortford
and Sawbridgeworth Schools’ Sports
Partnership funded by the Youth Sport Trust
and aims to implement the government
strategy for sport focusing on: 

Increasing participation of PE and
sport in schools and the community;
Raising standards of PE and sport.

There are 6 secondary schools and 20
primary schools within the partnership
which is managed by a Partnership
Development Manager  at Birchwood.  

Each of these secondary schools has a
School Sport Co-ordinator (SSCo) who is
responsible for the co-ordination and
development of school sport within their
own school and the cluster of primary
schools.  Hockerill’s SSCo is Mrs Pierrejean
who has been allocated Hillmead, Albury
and Spellbrook primary schools.  A festival
of sport was organised for their Year 3 and
4 pupils in February who were coached in
hockey, rugby and football culminating in an
exciting tug of w ar. 

Those involved are working together to
produce and implement a 3 year
development plan.  One of the outcomes of
this is to secure ‘Big Lottery Funding’ to
enable schools to include their students
who do not curr ently access ‘out of school
hours learning’.  These will be reported in
the next newsletter i f the bid is successful.

N Pierrejean

Under 13 County Cup Squad: George Birchenough, Josh Davies, Hugo Delaune, Laurie Dobbin,
William Ekong, James Eastaugh, Christopher Gemmill, Sam Leung (Captain), Ben Perkins, James Pickett,
Oliver Thorpe, Arjan Sandhu, Christian Holmes, Jack Joseph, Christopher Clark and Joe Humphreys.


